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I 
?hc Willoughby-Baylor House i s  a  detached two-story townhouse loca ted  on a  
corner  l o t .  The t h r e e  bay facade has the  f r o n t  door loca ted  i n  t h e  wes tem-  
most bay. The doorway was remodeled about  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  house was 
b u i l t ,  and thus  i s  now embell ished wi th  very  handsome Greek Revival t r i m .  
The en t r ance  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by a  smal l  porch supported on two p a i r s  of Greek 
Doric columns. Except f o r  t h e  doorway, t h e  e x t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  most of i t s  
o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a l though t h e  window sash  i s  a  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The b r i c k -  
work i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  rubbed b r i c k  used a t  t h e  co rne r s  and 
gauged b r i c k  j ack  a rches  w e r  t h e  windows on t h e  f r o n t  and west  s i d e .  The 
house i s  covered by a  gable  roof  w i t h  a  mod i l l i on  c o r n i c e  on bo th  t h e  f r o n t  
and r e a r  e l e v a t i o n s .  A sma l l  one-story s e r v i c e  wing p r o j e c t s  from t h e  r e a r  

m 8 of t h e  house immediately behind t h e  h a l l .  , 

11;1 Unol?crcd  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house c o n s i s t s  of a  p a r l o r ,  d in ing  room, and f u l l  l ength  
s i d e  h a l l  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  two bedrooms and a smal l  s tudy on t h e  second 
f l o o r ;  and two a d d i t i o n a l  bedrooms on t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  Much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  i n t a c t  i nc lud ing  a  f i n e  walnut  and poplar  open s t r i n g  s t a i r  
t h a t  ascends i n  a n  open w e l l  t o  the  a t t i c .  Also o r i g i n a l  a r e  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  
f l o o r s  and a f i n e  Adam s t y l e  p l a s t e r  co rn ice  i n  t h e  h a l l .  About t h i r t y  
yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  house was b u i l t  marble mantels  were s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l s  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  and d i n i n g  room, and Ion ic  columns were i n s t a l l e d  
t o  form a sc reen  between t h e  two rooms. Also a me ta l  c o r n i c e  was placed i n  
t h e  p a r l o r  c e i l i n g .  A l l  of t hese  l a t e r  f e a t u r e s  were removed i n  1966 
under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  the  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t ,  F in lay  F. Ferguson. The 
marble mantels  were rep laced  w i t h  two mantels  from an o l d  house on Main 
S t r e e t  b u i l t  i n  t h e  same per iod  as t h e  Willoughby-Baylor House. 

I , .  . .  . . . , I I ' . . ... . . -  . . . . 
1 

Archeological  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  undertaken i n  1966 uncwered  t h e  foundat ions 
of a  one-s tory  k i t c h e n - s e r v a n t s  q u a r t e r s  which was n e a r l y  two- th i rds ' t hb .  
s i z e  of  th'e res idence .  This b u i l d i n g  was n o t  r e b u i l t ,  bu t  i n  t h e  ya rd  a  
small b r i c k  c a n e t a k e r ' s  has :been ,e rec t ed .  
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The l o t  on which t h e  Willoughby-Baylor House s t ands  was included i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Crown g r a n t  t o  Col. Thomas Willoughby t h a t  became p a r t  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Norfolk town i n  1680. Norfo lk ' s  e a r l y  Masonic H a l l ,  which gave 
i t s  name t o  Freemason . S t r e e t ,  s tood o n  t h i s  s i t e .  The Masonic H a l l  was 
destroyed dur ing  Dunmore's a t t a c k  on Norfolk on January 1, 1776. 

I n  1794 William Willoughby purchased t h e  l o t  from D r .  James Taylor ,  a 
former mayor of Norfolk and Grand Master of t h e  Masons who a s  Grand 
Master he ld  t i t l e  t o  t h e  property.  It i s  assumed t h a t  William Willoughby 
(1758-1800), a l o c a l  merchant and bu i ld ing  c o n t r a c t o r , b u i l t  t h e  house 
immediately a f t e r  purchasing t h e  l o t .  When Willoughby d ied  wi thou t  a w i l l ,  
a chancery s u i t  was f i l e d  by one of h i s  two daugh te r s ,  Margaret Willoughby 
Sharp, and from t h i s  i t  i s  known that Willoughby owned 3 p a r c e l s  of 
p rope r ty ,  a l l  cont iguous t o  one another  on Freemason S t r e e t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  
the  p resen t  house. This and a few personal  r e c e i p t s  found i n  t h e  house a r e  
t h e  only evidence that Willoughby a c t u a l l y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house. 

In  1845 t h e  house was acqui red  by D r .  Baynham Baylor,  whose h e i r s  s o l d  
i t  i n  1890 t o  William M. Hannan. A l t s h u l ' s ,  Inc.,  purchased i t  from 
Hannan h e i r s  i n  1957 and s o l d  i t  t o  the  Norfolk Redevelopment Author i ty  
i n  1960 f o r  $9100. I n  1964 t h e  Norfolk H i s t o r i c  Foundation purchased i t  
f o r  $4700. It has  taken s i x  yea r s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  house, and i t  is now 
operated by t h e  c i t y  a s  a house museum. 

The house su rv ives  a s  a wel l -presenred  example of a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  medium- 
s i z e  townhouse of  orf folk's post-Revolut ionary e r a .  Con t ra s t ing  w i t h  
t h e  n e a r l y  contemporary Myers House j u s t  down t h e  , s t r e e t ,  t h e  Willoughby- 
Baylor House's a r c h i t e c t u r e  i.6 conse rva t ive  and backward looking,  thus  

' 

i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  t a s t e s  of  Norfo lk ' s  middle-income f a m i l i e s  of  the-  per iod .  
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander,  chairman 
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